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Congresswoman Grace Meng, NY, 6th District She is a member of the powerful House Appropriations 

Committee and a leader on environmental noise. She helped create and is founding member and 

former Co-Chair of the Quiet Skies Caucus which works to mitigate excessive aircraft noise and was a 

principal sponsor of Quiet Communities Act of 2021. Congresswoman Meng has also worked to enact 

legislation to assist veterans and members of the military, and to improve consumer protections and 

safeguards for children. Prior to serving in Congress, she was a member of the New York State 

Assembly. Before entering public service, she worked as a public-interest lawyer. 

 

 

Jamie Banks, PhD, MSc is Founder and President of Quiet Communities Inc, a nonprofit organization 

focused on reducing noise and related pollution. She is a scientist with a background in health 

outcomes and economics, environmental behavior, and policy. Before Quiet Communities, she served 

in senior positions at leading consultancies and founded Planet Rewards, an environmental behavior 

software company. Jamie currently serves as Chair of the Noise & Health Committee of the American 

Public Health Association. She holds Masters degrees from MIT and Dartmouth Medical School and a 

PhD from University of Kent, UK. 

 

 

Arline Bronzaft, PhD is is Professor Emerita of the City University of New York, and a researcher, public 

advocate, and consultant on the effects of noise worldwide for five decades. In her hometown of New 

York City she has been continuously appointed by five NYC mayors to the Board of GrowNYC where 

she oversees its noise activities, and assisted in the 2007 revision of New York City’s noise code. Dr. 

Bronzaft has conducted landmark research on impacts of transit noise on classroom learning and 

on airport-related noise on the health of residents living near airports. She is the recipient of a lifetime 

achievement award (2018 Presidential Citation) from the American Psychological Association. 

 

 

Joan A Casey, PhD is an environmental epidemiologist who focuses on environmental health, 

environmental justice, and sustainability. Her research on emerging environmental exposures (e.g., 

such as natural gas and oil development, coal-fired power plants, wildfires, power outages, and 

concentrated animal feeding operations) and population health considers vulnerable populations and 

the implications of health disparities, particularly in an era of climate change. Dr. Casey holds an MA in 

Applied Physiology from Teachers College at Columbia University and a PhD in Environmental Health 

Sciences from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

 

 

Chuck Elkins, JD is a former staff member of the US Environmental Protection Agency (25 years) 

directing nationwide programs on air pollution, pesticides, toxic chemicals, radiation, noise, and 

stratospheric ozone. He directed the federal noise control program for five years and was principal 

author of The Noise Control Program to Date—1980 detailing the program’s accomplishments. Today 

he is an elected Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner in the District of Columbia and Executive 

Director of the national EPA Alumni Association. 

https://quietcommunities.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/1980_Noise-Control-Program-Progress-to-Date.pdf


 

                

 

Trish Glass is a writer and consultant to nonprofit organizations and serves on the Board of Directors 

at Quiet Communities. She a leader of the not-for-profit Sustainable Wellesley, which engages 

residents, businesses and town government to take action on climate and serves on the board of 

Tenacity, Inc., a nonprofit that offers youth in underserved Boston Public Schools the chance to realize 

their potential through access to tennis, academic support and life skills. She attended Colby College 

as an undergraduate and has a master’s in journalism from Northwestern University. 

 

Joel A. Mintz, JD, LLM, JSD is Professor of Law Emeritus and C. William Trout Senior Fellow in Public 

Interest Law, Nova Southeastern University College of Law. He is author/co-author of 12 books and 

numerous book chapters, law review articles, and other pieces; an elected member of the American 

Law Institute; a life member of the American Law Foundation; and, a Board member at the Center for 

Progressive Reform and Everglades Law Center. Formerly he served as Attorney, Chief Attorney, and 

Regional Noise Enforcement Attorney with the US Environmental Protection Agency. His JD is from the 

NYU School of Law and his LLM and JSD, from Columbia Law School. 

 

 

Rick Reibstein, JD is an environmental lawyer. He is a former manager of the Massachusetts Toxics 

Use Reduction program and has also worked at the US EPA. He was the recipient of the EPA’s 

Individual Environmental Merit Award in 2000 and received the National Pollution Prevention 

Roundtable’s Pollution Prevention Champion Award in 2015. He teaches at Boston University and is 

Chair of the Legal Advisory Council for Quiet Communities Inc. 

 

 

Sidney Shapiro, JD is s the Frank U. Fletcher Chair of Administrative Law at Wake Forest University 

School of Law in Winston-Salem, NC. He is an expert in administrative procedure and regulatory policy 

who has been a consultant to government agencies, has testified before Congress on regulatory 

subjects, and is author of numerous books and articles. He is the Vice-President of the Center for 

Progressive Reform and a public member of the Administrative Conference of the United States. 

 


