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Welcome, Keynote and Health Panel  

 

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton is in her fifteenth term representing the District of Columbia. 

She is Co-Chair of the Congressional Quiet Skies Caucus (CQSC), Chair of the House Subcommittee on 

Highways and Transit, and a member of the Committee on Oversight and Reform and the Committee 

on Transportation and Infrastructure. Before serving in Congress, she was a civil rights and feminist 

leader, tenured professor of law, and board member at three Fortune 500 companies. Under her 

leadership and that of her co-chair, Congressman Stephen Lynch, the CQSC is working on behalf of 

communities by bringing pressure on the FAA to develop appropriate noise metrics and mitigate harm 

from aviation noise and pollution. The Congresswoman is the recipient of many awards as well as 50 

honorary degrees. She earned her law degree from Yale University Law School. 

 

 

Jamie Banks, PhD, MSc is Founder and President of Quiet Communities Inc, a national nonprofit 

organization focused on reducing noise and related pollution. She is a scientist with a background in 

health outcomes and economics, environmental behavior, and policy. Before Quiet Communities, she 

served in senior positions at leading consultancies, including CRA International, ML Strategies, and Abt 

Associates, and founded Planet Rewards, an environmental behavior software company. Jamie chairs 

the American Public Health Association’s Noise & Health. She holds Masters degrees from MIT and 

Dartmouth Medical School and a PhD from University of Kent, UK. 

 

 

Mathias Basner, MD, PhD is Associate Professor at University of Pennsylvania’s Perelman School of 

Medicine. He is a physician and research scientist and the first author of The Lancet’s 2014 article, 

“Auditory and Non-Auditory Effects of Noise on Health.” His primary research interests include the 

effects of sleep loss on neurobehavioral and cognitive functions, the effects of transportation noise on 

sleep and health, and population studies on sleep time and waking activities. Mathias has been an 

advisor to the World Health Organization (WHO) and performed a systematic evidence review on the 

effects of noise on sleep for the WHO’s 2018 Environmental Noise Guidelines for the European Region. 

He is Past President of the International Commission of Biological Effects of Noise (ICBEN). 

 

 

Peter Bingham, MD is a pediatric neurologist and division chief at the University of Vermont Medical 

Center and professor at the Larner College of Medicine. His focus is on optimizing the health and 

neurodevelopmental outcome in children and adolescents. Dr. Bingham is concerned about the 

adverse impacts of F35 military aircraft on children and the public in Vermont. In an open letter to 

Vermont Governor Scott and Senators Leahy and Sanders, he expresses his concerns regarding the 

neuro- and cardio-toxic effects of episodic noise levels such as those generated by F35s. 

 

Arline Bronzaft, PhD is Professor Emerita of the City University of New York, and a researcher, public 

advocate, and consultant on the effects of noise worldwide for five decades. In her hometown of New 

York City she has been continuously appointed by five NYC mayors to the Board of GrowNYC where 

she oversees its noise activities, and assisted in the 2007 revision of New York City’s noise code. Dr. 

Bronzaft has conducted landmark research on impacts of transit noise on classroom learning and 

on airport-related noise on the health of residents living near airports. She is the recipient of a lifetime 

achievement award (2018 Presidential Citation) from the American Psychological Association. 
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Trish Glass is a writer and consultant to nonprofit organizations and serves on the Board of Directors 

at Quiet Communities. She a leader of the not-for-profit Sustainable Wellesley, which engages 

residents, businesses and town government to take action on climate and serves on the board of 

Tenacity, Inc., a nonprofit that offers youth in underserved Boston Public Schools the chance to realize 

their potential through access to tennis, academic support and life skills. She attended Colby College 

as an undergraduate and has a master’s in journalism from Northwestern University. 

 

Neelakshi Hudda, PhD is Research Assistant Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental 

Engineering, Tufts University. Dr. Hudda has over 15 years of research experience in urban air 

pollution focusing on transportation emissions and ultrafine particulate matter. She specializes in 

characterizing the impacts of aviation emissions on ground-level air quality and has published seminal 

work on the long downwind spatial range of ultrafine particle impacts from aviation and airport 

sources. This work is critical to understanding the exposure experienced by large populations residing 

near airports and their health. 

 

 

Thomas Münzel, MD is Chief of the Department of Cardiology at the University Medical Center, 

Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany. He is an interventionist and vascular biologist whose 

post-doctoral training focused on endothelial function and oxidative stress. He is co-initiator of the 

Gutenberg Health Study, one of the largest prospective cohort trials worldwide and was the founding 

director of the Center for Thrombosis and Hemostasis, CTH in Mainz. Since 2011, his research group is 

focusing on environmental risk factors for cardiovascular disease with a focus on aircraft noise and air 

pollution. 

 

Community Panel – Speakers and Contributors 

 

Nina Berman is a documentary photographer, filmmaker, author and professor 

at Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. She has reported on health impacts of military  

weapons production and testing most recently with her film “When the Jets Fly,”  for The 

Intercept and as a MIT-Knight Fellow in Science Journalism.  www.ninaberman.com 

 
 
  

 

Maria Becce represents Congresswoman Grace Meng (D-NY 6th District) as a constituent volunteer on 

the New York Community Aviation Roundtable (NYCAR) and serves as First Vice-Chairperson of its La 

Guardia Airport Committee.  She has lived in the historic neighborhood of Broadway-Flushing, Queens, 

New York for more than forty years. Her residential community was among several negatively 

impacted following the unannounced implementation of Performance Based Navigation procedures to 

deconflict the airspace between LaGuardia and Kennedy Airports. 

https://www.ninaberman.com/acknowledgment-of-danger-2
https://www.ninaberman.com/acknowledgment-of-danger-2
https://theintercept.com/2021/12/17/when-the-jets-fly-new-warplanes-turn-u-s-towns-into-sonic-hellscapes/
https://ksj.mit.edu/news/2022/03/02/nina-berman-when-the-jets-fly/
http://www.ninaberman.com/
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Barbara Brown serves as Chair of the New York Community Aviation Roundtable’s JFK Committee. She 
has led several civic and environmental organizations in Southeastern Queens, NY, focused on 
preserving community quality of life by safeguarding environmental, economic, political, social, and 
cultural stability. Earlier, Ms. Brown worked with the NYC Department of Education as a teacher and 
school principal, and received multiple educational leadership awards. She earned her B.A. (cum 
laude) from Hunter College, City University of New York, is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, and holds an 
M.A. in Music Education and Administration from New York University. 
 

 

Melissa Elstein is a community organizer and yoga/ballet teacher based in NYC and Massachusetts. 

She is the Board Chair of Stop the Chop NY/NJ - a volunteer nonprofit whose mission is to ban the 

nonessential (tourist and commuter) helicopters over the NYC metro area, and to close the local 

heliports to said traffic. Melissa’s first career was as a professional ballerina with the Pennsylvania 

Ballet. After an injury, she attended and graduated from Barnard College and Columbia Law School. 

She now balances her work in dance, yoga with community and environmental work, e.g., urban street 

tree initiatives, composting, zero waste, and banning fracking.  

 

 

Kimberly Gibbs is the founder of Citizens for Quiet Skies, an organization formed in 2011 to advocate 

for stricter aircraft noise regulations.  Currently, she conducts outreach, education and advocacy for 

Quiet Skies groups located across the U.S., with an emphasis on communities impacted by general 

aviation airports.  Kim's professional experience includes 25 years as a software professional. 

 

Anne Hollander is Vice President of the Montgomery County Quiet Skies Coalition of Maryland 

(MCQSC) and a co-founder of the Aviation-Impacted Communities Alliance (AICA).  MCQSC's mission is 

to raise awareness of the societal costs of severe aircraft noise pollution in the Washington, DC 

metropolitan area and to find ways to mitigate those harms.  The AICA is a national group working to 

protect residents from the harmful effects of aviation noise and emissions through campaigns for 

legislation and industry change in the United States.    

 

Chris Hurley is an advocate and activist for improved health for underserved communities in Seattle.  

She was the founding director of the Pike Market Medical Clinic, a community health center serving 

Downtown Seattle, and a co-founder of the Pike Place Market Foundation. Chris served as the 

Administrator for Group Health Eastside Hospital and also as the founding director of Bailey-Boushay 

House, a specialized care facility for people living with AIDS. Hurley has been an assistant clinical 

professor faculty member of the University of Washington’s Community Oriented Public Health 

Practice faculty since 2013.   

 

http://www.stopthechopnynj.org/
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Shele Kinkead is a retired teacher and administrator of 40 years with experiences spanning city, 

suburbs, and remote villages in both Washington State and Alaska. For the last 25 years, I have lived 

on the edge of Olympic National Park's ocean and rain forest, for its beauty, quiet and outdoor 

opportunities.  Five years ago, Growlers shattered that quiet. I am a member of Quiet Skies, National 

Park Conservation Association, and Sound Defense Alliance to address the noise implications for 

myself and others, both human and animal. 

 

 

Elaine Miller is the co-founder of Plane Sense 4 Long Island.  Plane Sense 4 Long Island represents the 

heavily impacted communities from JFK and LaGuardia airports which causes harmful noise and air 

pollution to the residents.  We have been working with federal, state and local officials to reduce the 

severe impact of noise and air pollution from aviation which people are subjected to on a daily basis.  

Plane Sense 4 Long Island worked with state representatives to pass into law directing the Department 

of Environmental Conservation with the assistance of other departments, to conduct a study of the  

health impacts of JFK and LGA. 

 

Matt Santoro is a16 years old student, entering his senior year in high school in the September. He 

lives in Bayside, Queens.  

 

 

Tracy Williams has worked as a community advocate since 2016 conducting field observation in rural 

Alabama and is a strong advocate for the protection of communities from noise and air pollution, 

particularly in the aircraft industry. Her professional background includes administration, sales, 

management and holds a Bachelor degree in Mass Communications. She is currently a volunteer with 

Quiet Communities Inc under the Quiet American Skies Program providing administrative support and 

developing community outreach across the nation. 

Legal Panel 

 

Todd Wildermuth, PhD, MS is the Director of the UW Environmental Law Program and is co-founder 

of the UW Regulatory Environmental Law and Policy Clinic (RELP). The RELP clinic assists organizations 

seeking to influence environmental policy via rulemaking petitions to state and federal agencies, as 

well as through submission of public comments on major environmental regulations, permits, and 

environmental impact statements. Todd has taught in UW Law’s Ph.D. program and in UW’s College of 

the Environment. He earned his Ph.D. in Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences from the 

University of Illinois. 
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Elizabeth Geltman, JD, LLM is an Associate Professor of Health Policy and Management at the CUNY 

School of Public Health and a Lecturer of Environmental Science and Policy at the Johns Hopkins 

University Krieger School of Arts & Sciences. She is the Chair of the Law Section of the American Public 

Health Association and the 2021-22 Fulbright Canada Research Chair in Environmental Policy at the 

Smart Prosperity Institute, University of Ottawa. Prof. Geltman is the author of seventeen books on 

environmental and natural resources law and policy. 

 

Barbara E. Lichman, PhD has an extensive and successful record representing airports, municipalities, 

developers, and other public and private clients in litigation and administrative proceedings under 

Federal Aviation statutes such as the Airline Deregulation Act and Airport Noise and Capacity Act; the 

California Public Utilities Code governing land use in airport environs (Aeronautics Act); and federal 

and state environmental statutes including the National Environmental Policy Act, the Federal Clean 

Air Act, the Federal Clean Water Act, the California Environmental Quality Act, and the California 

Coastal Act. Dr. Lichman holds a doctorate in urban and regional planning. 

 

Steven Taber, JD is a Partner in the Real Estate Practice Group of Leech Tishman, where he co-leads 

the Environmental Group. He is also a member of the Litigation Practice Group, where he focuses on 

commercial matters. Steve also leads the firm’s Aviation & Aerospace Industry Group. He regularly 

advises clients on environmental law, aviation and airport development law matters, corporate legal 

issues, complex litigation and intellectual property law. He brings a wealth of knowledge to these 

seemingly disparate areas of practice through his experience as a government attorney, an in-house 

counsel and an attorney in private practice. 

 

Promotional Partners 

 

 


